9o                           SARAN DISTRICT
competition of the artificial dye; and several factories have already been closed, while others are reducing the scale of their operations. The reported out-turn for 1903-4 was 95 tons, valued at 3*27 lakhs. A sugar factory has recently been erected at Barhoga, where the cane is crushed and the juice boiled and clarified and manufactured into sugar by imported machinery. Various indigo concerns are following the example, and a good deal of sugar is also prepared in native refineries. Shellac is manufactured, and 8 factories were at work in 1901 with an out-turn valued at over 3 lakhs.
Saran never produces sufficient food for its own consumption, and imports largely exceed exports, the cost of the surplus imports being met from the earnings of natives of the District employed elsewhere, who make large remittances for the support of their families. The principal imports are rice and other food-grains from Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, and Bhagalpur, cotton piece-goods, salt, and kerosene oil from Calcutta, and coal from Burdwan and Chota Nagpur. The exports are opium, sugar, indigo, saltpetre, shellac, molasses, linseed, mustard seed, gram, pulses, and other food-grains. Most of the exports go to Calcutta, but the sugar finds a market in the United Provinces. The bulk of the traffic now goes by railway; and the principal marts are CHAPRA, REVELGANJ, SIWAN, MAHARAJGANJ, MIRGANJ, Dighwara, SONPUR, and Mairwa.
The main line of the Bengal and North-Western Railway traverses the District from Sonpur at the south-east comer to Mairwa on the western boundary. A branch line connects Chapra via Revelganj with Manjhi, where the Gogra is crossed by a steam ferry. A fine bridge spans the Gandak between Sonpur in Saran and Hajipur in Muzaffarpur, and effects a junction with the Tirhut State Railway system, now worked by the Bengal and North-Western Railway Company, and via Katibar with the northern section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. The Bengal and North-Western Railway is connected with the East Indian Railway by a steam ferry from Paleza Ghat, near Sonpur, to Digha Ghat on the opposite bank. The chief lines of road run from north to south, originally connecting the Gandak with the Gogra (and now with the railway), and following the old trade routes from Nepal through Champaran and Muzaffarpur. From Chapra important roads lead to Rewah Ghat, Sattar Ghat, and Salimpur Ghat, all on the Gandak. Other roads also converge on these points, such as the road from Doranda railway station to Maharajganj, and thence northwards to Barauli and Salimpur Ghat. The road from Siwan to Mirganj and thence to Gopalganj and through Batardah to the Champaran border is also of importance. In 1903-4 the District contained 1,219 miles of roads maintained by the District board, of which 137 were metalled and 1,082 unmetalled, besides 1,428 miles of village tracks.